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together their know-how, resources and destinies. Together, during a period of enlargement 
of 50 years, they have built a zone of stability, democracy and sustainable development 
whilst maintaining cultural diversity, tolerance and individual freedoms. The European 
Union is committed to sharing its achievements and its values with countries and peoples 
beyond its borders”.

South-East European Partnership for Media Development
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will also be involved.
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INTRODUCTION
Media in Montenegro cover international stories rather superficially, without much analytical articles and reports, and without 
sufficient explanation of the causes of world or regional events that are covered and the effects such events have on global 
processes and Montenegro as well. 

Certain traditional media exceed in capacities compared to others, some have bigger foreign desks, while others have 
smaller ones (if any at all) and the number and the quality of news items and reports on international topics strongly depend 
on these facilities. Reporting also depends on the type of media. The majority of articles covering international stories can 
be found in electronic media, especially on news sites, but very often these articles lack analytical views, under the pressure 
of time as imposed by the speedy nature of the medium itself.

In Montenegro there are six television channels with national coverage, 56 radio stations, four national dailies, one political 
weekly and several local editions of Serbian daily papers and tabloids that cover a population of less than 650,000 1. 

More space and analytical approach can be found in weekly newspapers. They, however, as well as other Montenegrin media, 
most commonly convey foreign media and analysis of world’s media, since they do not have their own correspondents in 
countries in which the event that is subject of the report occurred.  Also, the public service, which has one of the largest 
foreign editorial offices in the country, provides slightly more broadcasting space to certain international topics. However, 
given that the public service is still under the political influence of the ruling structures, very often such reports and topics are 
adjusted to the needs of local political elites. 

According to the research of NGO Centre for civic education (CCE) about the reporting of public service (RTCG) during 
the last three years, which was published in July 2016, „the most imbalanced was the show The challenge, dealing with Euro-
Atlantic integration. Out of 106 guests during 2014 and 2015, CCE’s analysts identified only eight (8) interlocutors who 
advocated the stance that Montenegro should not join the NATO alliance or 7.55%”.2 The Democratic Party of Socialist 
(DPS), the ruling party in Montenegro led by an ex prime minister, Milo Đukanovic, advocated the accession of Montenegro 
to NATO.  On the other side the most of the published research show  that Montenegro is polarized about NATO issue. 
According to the research of NGO CEDEM published last year, for example, 50.5 % citizens of Montenegro support the 
country’s NATO accession, while 49.5 are against it. 

US ELECTIONS
The US presidential elections are an event that was probably most covered in the Montenegrin media, when it comes to 
world events that have marked the past few months.  However, according to media experts, this event was often used for 
domestic political purposes. 
“The polarization of the US presidential campaign was rather interesting as well. Those media that favoured the ruling party, 
and the government itself, supported Hillary Clinton and were not particularly enthusiastic about Trump, while those who 
favoured the opposition with national Serbian connotation supported Trump.  On the other hand, liberal, independent media 
seem to be without a candidate, they were in some way closest to Sanders, but after the elections, it is these media that 
distinguished themselves with critical articles about Trump policy and his first moves, “said Milka Tadic Mijovic, Director of 
the Center for Investigative Reporting in Montenegro (CIN CG).3 
“Montenegrin media generally report on international news scarcely and give them very little space. World events are 
covered in a superficial or telegraphic manner. There are not enough comprehensive, analytical articles about the region, not 
to mention key events in the world. As if we perceive only ourselves, often there are no adequate newsrooms that would 
cover really pressing issues, such as the war in Syria, BREXIT or migrant issue”, said Tadic Mijovic. She says there are several 
reasons for this, as she calls it, “autism towards others.”

“Firstly, Montenegro is perhaps one of the few countries in Europe that does not have a permanent correspondent anywhere 
1 http://www.mminstitute.org/files/Media%20Ownership%20and%20Finances%20in%20Montenegro.pdf
2  http://cgo-cce.org/en/2016/07/19/kroz-cije-poglede-nam-rtcg-predstavlja-crnogorsku-realnost/#.WJympdIrJ0s
3 Interview for this report
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in the world. Media in Montenegro have no funds to purchase the services of serious foreign agencies, which were once used 
to report on international affairs. This, of course, affects the contents. And another thing, the foreign contents are not 
appreciated on our market, the public is not interested in them and media, on the other hand, must increasingly think about 
these market factors as well, “said the director of CIN CG.
Donald Trump’ victory was published on the cover pages of numerous Montenegrin print and electronic media. However, 
few of them have analytically tackled Trump’s victory and have discussed its the consequences for the whole world, or at least  
for Montenegro.  
The campaign itself was reported without a critical review of both candidates.

The cover of daily papers Dan brings the news of the day: “Trump’s triumph, Clinton’s defeat”4. The article that does not deal 
with the implications of Trump’s victory, mentions Melania, Trump’s wife, and how she “often during the election campaign 
proudly talked about her Balkan origin and how she on one occasion raised three fingers during her speech”. The three 
fingers salute is a sign of belonging to the Serbian people. The daily paper Dan, one of the two largest circulation newspapers, 
is an opposition, pro-Serb oriented newspaper.

However daily papers Vijesti,5 which is next to daily papers Dan – the daily with highest circulation, did not convey Trump’s 
victory as news of the day even though it is on the cover page, among important news section. Their approach is more 
analytical and articles also convey opinions of experts.

The daily Pobjeda, which supports the government and Milo Djukanovic, also highlighted Trump’s victory on the front page: 
“The triumph of conservative populist Donald Trump, defeat for the tired liberal Hillary Clinton.”6 The article analyses 
Trump’s victory, and what it can mean for international politics, but lacks the same treatment for the defeated candidate. This 
supports the thesis that pro-regime media were inclined towards Clinton and opposition media towards Trump.

The weekly Monitor has dedicated its cover page to Trump’ victory with the question Where is world headed.7 The weekly had 
previously conveyed the analysis of the Western media, raising the issue of and analyzing  the campaigns and political offer 
of both candidates for president of the United States. 

Two internet portals, Cdm and Analitika, covered the elections in a mainly informative manner, telegraphically short. The 
Internet portal Vijesti has more releases, and almost day by day reports about the campaign, but due to the nature of the 
media these releases are less analytical, but rather informative. Also, in most cases we are talking about re-run news pieces, 
articles and video clips.

“Online media cover international stories in more detail because they are not limited with space and hence world issues such 
as BREXIT or the US elections were among the most widely read topics, mainly due to availability of a large number of 
articles on these topics, which are eligible for publication in online outlets” said editor of portal Vijesti, Srdan Kosovic.8 

“The audience is very interested in these topics and they are often debated on social networks even more than domestic 
issues, not so in the context of  the impact of these developments on the situation in Montenegro, but rather in terms of 
geopolitical reviews and how the social actors in Montenegro are set in relation to these events, “said Kosović.

The situation is similar with reporting on the decision of Great Britain to leave the EU.

BREXIT
“BREXIT is a topic of much concern to Montenegro and the process of EU integration. And yet again, very few analytical 
articles were written explaining what Britain leaving EU could mean for the EU enlargement process. Or what it means for 
EU and rise of nationalist, right wing forces. So, articles covering world events have been short and scantily written, even 

4 http://www.dan.co.me/?nivo�3&rubrika�Vijest%20dana&datum�2016-11-10&clanak�572476
5 http://www.novinarnica.net/novine/vijesti_cg/2016-11-10/33596
6 http://www.pobjeda.net/protected/listalica/2016-11-10/#4/z
7 http://www.monitor.co.me/index.php?option�com_content&view�article&id�7247:donalnd-tramp-novi-predsjednik-sad-bez-plana-u-novo-
sjutra&catid�5034:broj-1360&Itemid�6402
8 Interview for this report
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when they concern us.

Radio and television of Montenegro (RTCG), as a public service, rather than providing information that citizens could find 
important and that could clarify what BREXIT actually means,  report that “NATO is even more important for security now 
that Britain is leaving EU,” which was advantageous for the ruling party. As in the case of the US elections, analysis of what it 
means for the concept of EU and Montenegro were very rare.

Particular lack of empathy for the most part of Montenegrin media was observed when reporting on the refugee crisis. In this 
reporting Montenegrin media have largely relied on news agencies and foreign media. Statements of world and European 
officials were, as well as information about the victims were the topics most frequently covered. There was hardly any 
analytical approach to this important international topic, except in weekly editions, but rarely these were most important 
news.

On the other hand, this issue, perhaps more than any other, has sparked a national and religious hatred on social networks 
and Internet portals. Often comments on news sites and portals called for the closure of borders for refugees, but for local 
intolerance. 

“Domestic media report on the crisis mainly at the level of figures and filling in world news and with sensationalism,” it was 
stated on a panel on the subject organized by the Centre for Democratic Transition (CDT) and the Center for Democracy 
and Human Rights (CEDEM) in September 2015.9  

“There is no empathy for people in war zones, refugees, children, many of whom never cross to the safe side on these terrible 
roads in the Mediterranean,” said director of CIN CG Milka Tadic Mijovic.

9 http://www.slobodnaevropa.org/a/cg-spremni-za-prihvat-izbjeglica/27269827.html
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The current report is part of a series of similar works produced from 
November 2016 to January 2017. 
The authors of the country reports are: 

Ilda Londo – Albania 
Radenko Udovičić – Bosnia-Herzegovina 
Sanja Vasic - Macedonia 
Milena Perovic Korac - Montenegro 
Mladen Velojic - Serbia

On behalf of the Center for Independent Journalism in Bucharest, we 
would like to thank the following partners for their support and 
cooperation: 

Albanian Media Institute (Albania), Mediacenter for Media and Civil 
Society Development - BiH (Kožul), Media Initiatives – Association 
for Media Development and Promotion of Professional Journalism 
(BiH), Macedonian Institute for Media (Macedonia), Montenegro 
Media Institute (Montenegro), Media Center (Serbia), Media and 
Reform Centre Nis (Serbia), Media Development Center (Bulgaria).
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